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Letter from Acting Chief Aaron Mandel

I n the ear— g
the United States
Forest Service
initiated a policy

of suppressing all
wildland fires no
matter what values
were at risk. This
policy has led to the overgrowth of our for-
ests. I't wasndt wunt
started looking at wildland fire as a natural
and necessary process. By suppressing alll
wildland fires we have now altered our eco- |8
system in a way that has created more catad

years. This is true for Park County as well as
for other forested areas of the state. This
means that before human intervention a fire
would naturally happen during this interval
burning at lower intensity and enhancing for-
est health. Because we have suppressed natt
ral fire occurrence, when there is a fire it will
burn with higher intensity due to the heavier
concentration of fuels. These types of fires
vghich wee lare $esirtg :ilow and are predicted to
continue into the future cause harm to the
ecosystem (and private property) instead of
being beneficial. Intense fires can actually
sterilize the soil preventing forest regrowth
trophic fires then in years past. So what is t for years. But we can do something to help
answer to this problem? More fuel reductio e prevent this catastrophic damage from visit-
through mechanical thinning of the forests  gmoke from the West Fork Com- ing our community.
and reintroduction of fire back into our eco- plex Fire looms over South Fork In 2012 a prescribed fire that was ignited
system. CO last summer ’ by the Colorado State Forest Service escapec
The main problem with the reintroduction ) and took the lives of three people. This led to
of fire is that now we have many more com- a moratorium on prescribed burning in the
munities building into the very forests thanhg on where you live in the United States tis¢gate. This year the Division of Fire Control
require fire to maintain their health. Dependatural fire cycle is between2years and 30and Prevention has rewritten their policies on

L
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pages/wildfire.html
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As always the Southern Park County Fire
Protection District provides free wildland fire
4 assessments and burn permit inspections.
| We also have a wealth of information on
proper mitigation practices and ecosystem
restoration. | have worked with the Nature
| Conservancy for many years and am a fully
lgualified Type 3 Pr
have a real passion for habitat restoration and
fuel reduction through mitigation and pre-
scribed fire and would love to help you re-
store your property to the balance it once
| had. For more information contact me at the
fire house Monday through Friday or stop by
for a cup of coffee. And, of course, if you
would like to be more involved in helping to
keep our community a safer and better place

Letter from the Actlng ChIEf (continued from p. 2)

prescribed fire and our district has adop
them. This requires us to write a burn pl
have it reviewed by the state and to ad
to the guidelines of the Colorado Clean
Act. It is our hope that by the fall of 20
we can have burn plans in place to ag
home owners with slash (waste timber
shrubs) burning at our sub stations.

The goal is to have the community br
their slash on a designated day to one o
sub stations. When we get a weather
dow the department would burn the pil
This will help our community reduce t
amount of fuels in the area and help res
the forest to health. We also are explo
assisting home owners associations

small scale pile burns on their propertlesAﬁ escaped prescnbed burn in 2012 resulted to live, web6d |l ove t
help them manage and clean up slash @§&he Lower North Fork Fire near Conifer. It roster of dedicated SPCFPD volunteers.
ated by property owners properly mitigatirkijled three people.

their land.

Scott Elmore is Firefighter of the Year

About thirty firefighters, Acting Fire Chiefearlier
auxiliary members, board this month.
of directors and their sig- Mandel introduced the
nificant others attended the volunteers and presented
dinner whichwasheldat fiyear s of servi
the Bull Moose Restaurant each with a small, heartfelt
and Bar and sponsored by vignette. Mandel then an-
the board of directors. nounced Elmore as the vol- For information important to your

After a gourmet dinner,  unteer of the year and pre- gafety and well-being, you can W
> board chairwoman Amy  sented him with a plaque.
Photo by Ric Turley Mason thanked everyone El mor ebs na dCCess the SPCFPD website at
Firefighter Scott Elmore for coming and said how  on the large plaque at the www.guffevfire.net. You can also
was announced die fire-  excited she was to be a partfire station along with the  ¢heck out our Facehook page, at
fighter of the year at the of such a great fire depart- others who have received _ ) . )
fourth annuaGuffey-based ment. Mason introduced  the award Jan Breslin, facebook.com/spefpd and see us on
Southern Park County Fire Acting Fire Chief Aaron ~ 2012; Jim Yoder, 2011; Twitter, at twitter.com/spcfpd. Get
Protection District fire- Mandel. Mandel has been Joan and Larry LePage, news on the election. find out when C

fighter appreciation dinner with the SPCFPD forten  2010. Elmore has been ) _
on Thursday, January 16. years and was appointed  with the SPCFPD for three the board meets, see statutory

years. posts, read the newsletter, minutes
and so much more. Thanks, Seth.

SPCFPD Board Candidates Meet with Voters Prior to Mail Ballot Election

Left: (back row L to
R) Candidates Steve
R. Wilson, Mike Par-
rish, Kenneth C. Tho-
mas, J. Gordon Scott,
Marshall L. Dunn, Sr.
(front) Sandy Rucker.
Right: Candidate
Jimmy Leon Ivey is
talking to Lawrence
Epps. The meet and
greet was held on
April 10 at the Bull
Moose.
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SPOTLIGHT ON: ACTING CHIEF AARON mANDEL

Aaron Mandel as- enced than some of the older firefighterdoesn't matter who's right and who's
sumed the duties of he supervised, to learning the differencerrong, what matters is that at two in the
) Acting Fire Chief of between leadership in the rough and tunmorning when the tone goes off in the

) the SPCFPD on ble world of Forest Service firefightersfirehouse someone shows up to help the
January 3 of this and the world of volunteer firefighters.person having the heart attack. As long as
year. While he was i Wi t h vol unt eer s, wgkeep oudgoal 6ftprovidimg semicecad
tossed into the deepgi ve order s as as koun hunber gne riority, we're on the
end of the poolthatl n t he furor foll awigrhg Aat dnd®s appoint

day, it w ansnh & tActing hief, he got to test his Aaron is working hard to repair and-re

he didnodot already phke-o=Wembemtm\mtGm——S\iiiid estdidish good relations with neighboring
has had 10 years of experience since |he agencies, hoping to create a means where
took his first wildland firefighting class. multiple agencies can respond to initial
As part of that class, held in Carbondale attack on fires. He has offered to take the
in 2004, he took a hike to the site whefe money allotted to th
14 firefighters died on Strom King and split it up to hire another employee
Mountain with one of the survivors. "Af and compensate egall personnel on an
an introduction to wildland firefighting it 6on <call/ pay per res
was pretty powerful and definitely incentive to maintain 24/7 district cover-
burned the thought|] that o6safety i s [|hagentorefirefightersanE MTs. 0 No
oned into my brain forever." in a volunteer organization is ever paid

In the department he has served a4 a what they're worth, so it's less about
Lieutenant, Training Officer, Captain what youodr e worth e
Wildland Fire PrOgram Coordinator what you can afford.
Deputy Chief and now Acting Chief. Hd AA | ot of the thindi

is a qualified EMT, Engine Boss and
Burn Boss. He has studied wildfire work-Acting Chief Aaron Mandel and
ing on Prescribed Fire Crews and Withyg of his favorite compan-

large fire suppression teams. In additio

ing right now in this department are
things most people didn't know were
broken. I've always wanted the commu-

o his work with SPCEPD he has workednS: @1 SPCFPD engine and nity to be more involved in this depart-

on crews for the Nature Conservancy andS Playful pup, Dillon. ment and that has happened now,

the U.S. Forest Service. though F‘Ot. in the w
Heos | earned | e a ekiiyas bavamal filefigtessoquitsthe deP§eN tOl_JQh dealing with the angry peo-

along the way from being more experip ar t ment . A | j us Ple RUtips@ beaylifulithing o se¢ peg-m |

(Continued on page 5)

Board Chair Sends Thanks to the Most
Stellar Volunteer Fire Department EVER!

APROUDO descr Werely then\STELLAR Ivelun- all be working hard to give theDistrict, Candy Shoemaker of
ings for the SPCFPD in just ondeers, the TIRELESS auxiliary,new members an easy transitioBouthwest Teller EMS, Tim Di-
word. | AM SO GRATEFUL the STEADFAST board and oumwith training and assistancét is enst of Ute Pass Regional Ambu-
new secretary. | AM SOextremely comforting to knowlance District, Monte Gore of the
PROUD! Everyone has donethe District is and will continuePark County Sher-
such a remarkable jobThanks to be in safe handsOur fami- iff's Department and Maria
to our PIO/editor, Rita Baysingeliies, our children and our properMitchell of our Park County
for her efforts for getting this andties are safer now. Communication Center for their
every newsletter out. We have had quite a whirlassistance and continued support.

This has been quite a uniquaind of activity at our depart-We have found ways for our
opportunity and with my final ment these past few months. | amiepartment to have full medical
write up as Board Chair, | mustvery proud and grateful to Aarorand fire coverage 24 hours a day,
say | am excited to see the lightlandel and the way he stepped days a week.
at the end of the tunnel and predp and took over the responsi- We welcome Wendy West,
pare for the transition with thebilities as Chief of our DistrictEMT our newest em-

Board Chairman new board. It is exhilarating to during this tumultuous timeWe ployee. Gratefully we have Joy
Amy Mason, D.V.M. have three or four new vibranhave successfully renewed ouand Ron Oliver in EMT training
people joining the board. relationships with our eighbor- now.
AND PROUD. I t 6 s not Sp assnbttodisrgpt the working mutual aid agencies. am (continued on page 5)

person; it is the entire group, théngs of the Department, the curpersonally grateful to Paul Mat-
family at the SPCFPD:Aaron, rent Directors on the Board willteson of South Park Ambulance
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